
HS Hold Joint Annual Meeting

Office of Archives and History Celebrates its Centennial

As the North Carolina Office of Archives and History entered its second century of ser-
vice to the citizens of the state, schoolchildren roamed the State Capitol grounds examin-
ing exhibits and an archaeological dig,
agency “old-timers” viewed a vintage doc-
umentary, and more than two hundred
people gathered for a banquet and keynote
address. The festivities on Friday, March 7,
and Saturday, March 8, were the culmina-
tion of two years of planning by a commit-
tee headed by Division of Historical
Resources director David Olson. The
General Assembly on March 7, 1903,
endorsed legislation creating the North
Carolina Historical Commission (today
known as the Office of Archives and His-
tory), the third oldest state historical agency
in the nation. In the midst of budget con-
straints, administrators made clear to plan-
ners that the celebration would have to be
conducted with little if any state funds.
Consequently, support organizations volunteered financial assistance for the observance.

On Wednesday, March 5, Governor Michael F. Easley issued a proclamation com-
mending the work of the Office and designating the celebration as one of “History for All
the People.” The phrase, previously adopted as the slogan of the observance, was the
credo of Christopher Crittenden, director of Archives and History from 1934 to 1968. It
also serves as the title for the newly prepared history of the agency, History for All the Peo-
ple: One Hundred Years of Public History in North Carolina. Chronologically organized and
amply illustrated, the book by staff research historian Ansley Herring Wegner arrived in
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The banner announcing the agency’s centennial
at the entrance to the Archives and History/State
Library Building on January 29, 2003.



the offices of the Historical Publications Section just days
before the event. Copies were sold at the Friday and Saturday
programs where Wegner signed books and Historical Publica-
tions staff members mounted a display of their titles. A website
developed in conjunction with publication of the book can be
accessed at www.ah.dcr.state.nc.us/centennial.

A panel exhibit dedicated to the anniversary was unveiled
in the rotunda of the State Capitol on March 5 and moved to
the lobby of the North Carolina Museum of History two days
later. Prepared by Patricia Samford, Richard F. Knapp, and
Justin Chambers of the Division of State Historic Sites, the
attractive display melds visual and textual elements. Plans call
for transport of the exhibit to the Legislative Office Building
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A Message from the Deputy Secretary
In 1983 the University of North Carolina Press and the

then North Carolina Division of Archives and History col-
laborated on the publication of a five-volume series titled
The Way We Lived in North Carolina. Conceived by Wil-
liam S. Price Jr. and Larry Misenheimer, both now
retired, the series combined a narrative social history of
the state with a guide to the many historic sites illustra-
tive of that history. Always intended for a general audi-
ence, the series appealed also to professional historians.
In 1984 the American Historical Association awarded
the series the James Harvey Robinson Prize.

Now twenty years after its initial publication, the Uni-
versity of North Carolina Press and the North Carolina
Office of Archives and History are issuing the series as a single
volume. The original authors of the individ-
ual volumes were Peter Wood, Elizabeth Fenn, Harry Watson, Thomas Clayton, Sydney
Nathans, and Thomas Parramore. Jean B. Anderson wrote the marginalia. Joe A. Mobley,
former administrator of the Historical Publications Section, skillfully edited and revised
the original texts, amplified them in places, and helped choose additional illustrations with
the assistance of Steve Massengill of the State Archives and Richard F. Knapp of the
Division of State Historic Sites. Mark A. Moore of the Research Branch painstakingly
created twenty- eight new maps to complement the narrative.

The new edition of The Way We Lived in North Carolina is scheduled to appear in
the fall of 2003. Coming during the North Carolina Historical Commission’s centennial
observance, the new volume will provide a fitting climax to a year devoted to the
theme “History for All the People.” The term “heritage tourism” probably did not exist
twenty years ago, but one could consider this series a prototype for that concept. Public
historical agencies such as the Office of Archives and History recognize the importance
of heritage tourism to the economic vitality of communities throughout the nation.
Heritage tourism promotes democratic values while preserving the nation’s most impor-
tant historic sites, museums, and places of cultural significance. The Way We Lived in
North Carolina, once a pioneering work in heritage tourism, now takes its place as a
central work in that genre.

Jeffrey J. Crow



followed by its use in visitor cen-
ters at historic sites and in the
lobby of the Archives and His-
tory/State Library Building later
in the year.

Throughout the two-day cele-
bration, thirty exhibitors treated
visitors to displays of their wares
and examples of their program-
ming. In addition to the state his-
toric sites and museums, groups
affiliated with the National Park
Service and private organizations
sent representatives to the event.
On March 7, designated as “Stu-
dent Day,” over six hundred

schoolchildren visited the displays. Jo Ann Williford, who coordinated the weekend activ-
ities, led a scavenger hunt on the Capitol grounds. Costumed interpreters from Tryon Pal-
ace playing period instruments provided a festive atmosphere. Temperatures hovered
around 38 degrees throughout the day, leading organizers to bring outdoor displays into
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On March 5, 2003, in his office
in the Capitol, Governor Mike
Easley declared March 7 and 8
“History for All the People”
Days with a congratulatory
proclamation. Seen here
receiving the proclamation are
Centennial Committee Chair-
man David Olson, Department
of Cultural Resources Secretary
Lisbeth C. Evans, Deputy
Secretary Jeffrey Crow, and
opposite the governor, Jerry
Cashion, chairman of the
Historical Commission.

(Right) Mark Mathis of the Office of
State Archaeology takes a measurement
of stone blocks uncovered during a dig
at the State Capitol.  (Below) Matt
Howey of Reed Gold Mine Historic
Site demonstrates gold panning
techniques to a group of visitors on
Capitol Square.



the museum lobby. Weather had
improved considerably by Satur-
day, or “Family Day.” Displayed
on Bicentennial Plaza were a

1940 patrol car loaned by the Highway Patrol and a shad boat transported to Raleigh by
the Maritime Museum on Roanoke Island.

At the southwest corner of the State Capitol, staff members from the Office of State
Archaeology conducted a dig. Blocks of stone quarried for construction of the 1840 building
were revealed for visitors. The initial appraisal was that the material may have been part of an
extension of the portico. But in the midst of the dig, archaeologist John Clauser revised his
thinking about the feature, surmising that the blocks, mortared together, might have served
as a crane platform. Other staff members and volunteers manned exhibits and discussed with
passersby the role that archaeology plays in interpretation of the past.

The Purple Room and auditorium of the museum hosted showings of films demonstrating
the breadth of Archives and History programming. Of most interest to staff members, past
and present, was a 55-minute documentary, part of the series Affairs of State, taped in 1958 by
University of North Carolina (UNC) television. Primitive by modern production standards,
the recorded visit to the offices of the agency featured Christopher
Crittenden and his lieutenants outlining the services then in place.

A highlight of Centennial Weekend was a subscription din-
ner and keynote address by William E. Leuchtenburg, professor
emeritus of history at the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill, on the evening of March 7. During the dinner, the 216 regis-
trants each received a mug bearing the new Archives and History
logo, designed by Michael Southern of the State Historic Preserva-
tion Office. Historical Commission chairman Jerry C. Cashion set
the tone for the occasion by invoking the words of the first com-
mission chairman, R. D. W. Connor: “The creation of the North
Carolina Historical Commission was not the result of a sudden
conversion; it was the result of evolution, the culmination of more
than a century of effort. . . . But what is a century or two among
historians!”

Cashion then read a congratulatory letter from President
George W. Bush and First Lady Laura Bush. He asked individuals in
the audience to stand and be recognized, beginning with representa-
tives of sponsoring organizations and proceeding on to members of
the Historical Commission and current and former employees of
Archives and History. Leuchtenburg, introduced by Deputy
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Presidential scholar William
Leuchtenburg delivered the
keynote address following
the dinner Friday night.
He talked at length about
R. D. W. Connor’s
experiences as the first
Archivist of the United
States.

Standing in front of the “History for
All the People” display are left to
right: Michael Hill, research branch
supervisor; Ansley Wegner, author of
the agency history; Jeffrey Crow,
deputy secretary, Office of Archives
and History; Jerry Cashion, chairman,
Historical Commission; Lisbeth C.
Evans, secretary, Department of
Cultural Resources; and David Olson,
director, Division of Historical
Resources.



Secretary of Cultural Resources
Jeffrey J. Crow, in his address high-
lighted the role R. D. W. Connor
played in archival management at the
state and national levels. Citing his
own experience in presidential libraries, Leuchtenburg expounded upon the importance of
manuscript research “even on recent history.”

Two events on Saturday gave the public the opportunity to consult with staff members.
Just off the museum lobby, in the Demonstration Gallery, conservators offered to evaluate
items and to provide tips as to their provenance and preservation. In the conference room
of the Archives and History/State Library Building, archivists conducted two hour-long
genealogical workshops.

Media coverage, while not extensive, boosted the observance. On the evening of March 4,
Jeffrey J. Crow, David Olson, and Ansley Herring Wegner appeared on “Open-Net.” The
hour, dedicated to the centennial and featuring telephone call-ins, was made available to
cable television systems across the state. Time Warner Cable Channel 14, based in the Trian-
gle, covered the March 8 event and interviewed research supervisor Michael Hill.
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Deputy secretary Jeffrey J.
Crow (top row, second from right)
poses with a distinguished
group of “old-timers” who
attended the centennial dinner
at the Museum of History on
March 7. Pictured are (bottom
row, left to right) Memory F.
Mitchell, Jerry C. Cashion, and
H. G. Jones, and (top row, left to
right) William S. Powell,
Thornton W. Mitchell,
William S. Price Jr., Crow,
and Sam Tarleton.

Chris Meekins and Jason
Tomberlin of the Public
Services Branch of the State
Archives present a free
beginning genealogy workshop
on Saturday.

Keith McClease (left) and Priscilla
Speed Hunter of Tryon Palace
Historic Sites & Gardens entertain
visiting schoolchildren with musical
instruments during the centennial
celebration on March 7.



Writing in January 1944, during the depths of World War II, Christopher Crittenden
contended, “History can and ought to play a vital part in meeting the issues of our rapidly
changing, complex world. It is the responsibility of professional historians to see that it
plays a vital part.” In a month marked by international and economic uncertainty, staff
members of the North Carolina Office of Archives and History reflected on their own
back pages. As the second century commenced, administrators reaffirmed their commit-
ment to render services to the state’s citizens and to assist with an understanding of the
future as well as the past.

Edward Stock Collection on Display at Mountain Gateway Museum
A fascinating collection of artifacts with an interesting history is now on exhibit at the
Mountain Gateway Museum (MGM) in Old Fort. The Edward Stock Collection of some
two thousand items from western North Carolina was transferred to the museum by the
National Park Service in September 2002. The Park Service had acquired the assemblage
of artifacts in the late 1970s from collector Edward Stock to furnish a planned historic
working farm along the Blue Ridge Parkway. However, the plan was subsequently
scrapped, and the more than 2,500 pieces, consisting of farm implements, household items,
musical instruments, furniture, and printed materials accumulated by Stock primarily from
Madison, Henderson, and Buncombe Counties, were stored in a Park Service facility in
Atlanta. Over the years, choice pieces, especially musical instruments, were supplied to
park exhibits at various sites, but the core collection remained intact.

In 1996, Sam Gray, curator of MGM, asked Jackie Holt, curator of collections for the
Blue Ridge Parkway, about the Stock Collection, and was told that the Park Service was
looking for a proper home for it. The two curators agreed that MGM was the logical
choice, being the westernmost regional museum of the North Carolina Museum of His-
tory. Gray initiated discussions with the Western Office of Archives and History, Museum
of History administrators, and various regional museums, and a consensus of opinion was
soon reached. The National Park Service was to transfer the collection to MGM, with the
Blue Ridge Parkway and the Department of Cultural Resources sharing the expense of
the move. Gray would organize an advisory committee composed of regional historians
and curators to assist in the management of the collection, which would be treated as an
unaccessioned educational collection available for use by area museums and historic
houses. MGM would be responsible for storage and daily management of the artifacts.
Since the conclusion of the physical transfer over four days last September, several western
museums and historic sites, including the Thomas Wolfe Memorial, Horne Creek Living
Historical Farm, the Smith-McDowell House, Mars Hill College Rural Life Center, and
the Historic Carson House, have expressed an interest in particular items. Selections from
the collection will be on display at MGM through June 1.

Transportation Museum Mounts World War II Exhibit
This spring, the N.C. Transportation Museum opened a special exhibition, entitled Liberty
Ships and Airships: North Carolina and the Battle of the Atlantic. Museum exhibits coordinator
Bob Hopkins, in cooperation with colleagues from the museum and the division office,
did much of the research and planning for the venture. The World War II display will
remain in the Master Mechanic’s Office at the museum for a year.

The exhibit interprets the astonishing American production and shipping response to
the Nazi maritime threat as expressed in North Carolina. In five years (1941-1946), Amer-
ican shipyards reputedly built more tonnage of merchant ships than all previous worldwide
production of ocean-going vessels. The North Carolina Shipbuilding Company at

3 8 C A R O L I N A C O M M E N T S



Wilmington turned out 243 standard-design ships (21 miles of ships if laid end-to-end).
The show includes photos and artifacts from the former shipbuilding company and NAS
(Naval Air Station) Weeksville near Elizabeth City, where giant lighter-than-air blimps
were based to warn merchant ships of the presence of German submarines.

The main emphasis of the exhibit concerns production of ships at Wilmington. The
display defines and explains the number and types of ships built and lost during the war,
and illustrates the histories of several significant North Carolina ships, including the steam-
ers Zebulon B. Vance (the first ship built at the yard) and the renamed Mayaguez (seized in
1975 by communist Khmer Rouge off the coast of Cambodia).

The exhibit also contains information about attacks by German U-boats off the
Carolina coast and the response by U.S. airships and surface ships stationed in North
Carolina. The display explores the rapid production of liberty ships, what vessels remain
today, and how the war changed local communities.

In addition the exhibition highlights the lives of shipyard workers—who they were,
where they came from, and how the shipyard was able to maintain such a large work force
during wartime. Other topics covered are training, typical jobs, and living conditions of
the workers. Several related public programs are anticipated throughout the year.

Harriet Jacobs Symposium Held in Edenton
The Harriet Jacobs Symposium was held in Edenton on April 4-5. Historic Edenton State
Historic Site was headquarters for the free two-day program designed to inform the public
about the life of Harriet Jacobs—slave, writer, abolitionist, and educator. Jacobs was born a
slave in Edenton, escaped to New York in 1842 when she was twenty-nine years old, and
later published her slave narrative, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl: Written by Herself, in
1861. Published under the pseudonym Linda Brent, Incidents helped build Northern senti-
ment for emancipation during the Civil War and was the only slave narrative (of dozens)
to deal so frankly with sexual as well as racial oppression.

The symposium marked the first time that scholars of both history and literature knowl-
edgeable about Jacobs and her work met for such a focused endeavor. Claudia Slate, pro-
fessor of English at Florida Southern College, obtained funding for the venture through a
North Carolina Humanities Council grant and, with a group of Edenton organizations,
planned the event. The symposium opened Friday morning with a series of hour-long
walking tours of Harriet Jacobs’s Edenton. In the afternoon, Dr. Slate moderated the first
session, which focused specifically upon Incidents. Lucinda MacKethan of N.C. State Uni-
versity, Anne B. Warner of Spelman College, and Kathleen Berkeley of UNC at
Wilmington, developed various themes from the book. Dr. Slate opened the Saturday
morning program with the announcement of winners of an essay contest for Chowan
County public school students. Dorothy Redford, site manager at Somerset Place, intro-
duced the keynote speaker, Jean Fagan Yellin of Pace University in New York. Dr.
Yellin, editor of the 1987 edition of Incidents, selected the topic, “Harriet Jacobs, Here and
Now.” After lunch, a second session examined the means of empowerment available to
enslaved women. Jeffrey J. Crow, deputy secretary of the Office of Archives and History,
moderated the session, which featured Trudier Harris-Lopez of UNC at Chapel Hill, and
Freddie Parker of N.C. Central University. A question-and-answer period followed the
presentations. The symposium concluded with a sampling of traditional Negro spirituals
performed by the Elizabeth City State University concert choir.

The Division of State Historic Sites prepared an exhibit about Jacobs in the Historic
Edenton visitor center. In February (Black History Month), site staff conducted a Harriet
Jacobs tour for eighth graders. A new Harriet Jacobs brochure featured a self-guided tour
of sites that figured in Jacobs’s early life in Edenton.
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News from Historical Resources

Archives and Records Section
Space is always at a premium at the North Carolina State Archives, particularly in the
main stack area. In recent years it has become increasingly difficult to find shelf space for
processed county records, private collections, and audio-visual materials. Noting that it
had been over twenty years since the last significant shift of records in the stacks, staff
assigned to the Space Allocation Committee began planning in February 2002 for an enor-
mous rearrangement of records in four of the five Raleigh storage locations. Months were
spent gathering information on research activity levels of particular collections, the amount
of records awaiting appraisal, arrangement and description, and environmental conditions
in each storage location. Because certain levels in the State Records Center (SRC) provide
close access to the Search Room with good environmental conditions, the group decided
to put collections with lower reference value on those levels. This shift would free up
space in the stacks for additions to more heavily used collections. Once the plans for the
shifting were finalized and the numbers were crunched to ensure that all shifted collections
would fit into the intended locations, plans for the physical move were made. These
moves involved several months of labor, and practically every section staff member was
involved in some capacity during at least one phase of the shifting.

Using carts, shrink wrap, and the SRC truck, staff spent seven days in October moving
hundreds of cubic feet of Records Center boxes from the SRC to the section’s Blount Street
Annex storage facility. In December teams of section staff used book carts to move some col-
lections out of the stacks to the SRC. The largest one-time effort came during the week of
January 13-17, 2003. More than thirty-five staff members participated in the week-long
annual inventory of the archival collections, as well as a massive shifting of collections
within the stacks. Room was created for additional private manuscripts, military records, and
audio-visual collections. Collections previously stored in disparate locations were brought
together whenever possible. Records from almost every county were shifted to create room
for future additions. This shift was accomplished through the use of book carts and long,
human chains passing along individual boxes and volumes from one location to another.

Despite the demanding physical effort involved in undertaking all phases of the project,
the archivists on staff look forward to having room for expanding collections. The team-
work entailed in completing this task was outstanding. With the future shift of some pro-
cessed state agency records from the Old State Records Center to the SRC, the
committee hopes its goals of providing space for heavily referenced and expanding collec-
tions, as well as easy access to additional arranged records currently stored off-site, will
please both patrons and staff, and provide several years of breathing room.

In conjunction with the centennial celebration, the Information and Technology Branch
announced the launching of the new and improved online Manuscript and Archives
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Reference System (MARS). The new ver-
sion includes all the records descriptions from
the existing database, as well as indices to the
Revolutionary War Army Account Books,
and detailed descriptions of records included
in the Women, Marriage, and the Law,
1815-1914 digitization project. Scanned
images from that project and of the original
handwritten Secretary of State wills and the
World War I poster collection have also
been linked to MARS. Over the next several
months, branch staff members will be
mounting images from the Colonial Court
Estates Papers, District Superior Court
Estates Papers, and the Colonial Governors’
Papers. The conversion of MARS, which
promises speedier and more thorough
searches of the database, is the culmination of months of intensive labor by the entire branch,
but especially by supervisor Druscilla R. Simpson and applications programmer David
Minor. To access MARS online, go to www.ncarchives.dcr.state.nc.us.

The Outer Banks History Center (OBHC) opened a new exhibit documenting the life
of Frank Stick (1884-1966) in the Center’s gallery on January 30. The exhibit details the
accomplishments of Stick, an Outer Banks artist who earned a national reputation for the
quality of his illustrations and paintings depicting outdoor scenes and adventures. The
exhibit has been very well received by the local community and visitors to the OBHC.
Center personnel also collaborated with the Dare County Arts Council on several events
honoring the legacy of Stick and his art.

The OBHC staff continues to work on two major exhibits in conjunction with the
centennial celebration of the Wright Brothers’ first flight at Kitty Hawk. A $10,000 dona-
tion from GlaxoSmithKline has been secured by the First Flight Centennial Foundation to
help the Center host an exhibition of NASA artwork in its gallery late this summer. East
Carolina Bank will sponsor a reception for the exhibition. An OBHC exhibit for the
National Park Service pavilion at the Wright Memorial that depicts the Outer Banks in
1903 is nearing completion and will go on display in May.

A collection of forty-eight diaries, dated 1900-1948 and all in excellent condition, was
recently donated to the OBHC. These diaries were written by a physician’s wife and pro-
vide detailed information about everyday life on Pine Island on Currituck Banks. This gift
also includes a journal with entries made by three men of the Baum family, dated 1883-
1888. Another significant acquisition was forty-four videotapes about life on the Outer
Banks donated by local documentary producer Ken Mann from his My Heart Will Always
Be In Carolina series that airs on WUNC-TV. Each of these programs covers a facet of his-
torical, cultural, and natural history pertaining to the Outer Banks, and they are welcomed
additions to the Center’s unique holdings.

Recent Accessions by the North Carolina State Archives
During the months of December 2002 and January and February 2003, the Archives and
Records Section made 122 accession entries. The section received security microfilm of
records for Alexander, Alleghany, Anson, Ashe, Bertie, Bladen, Buncombe, Caldwell,
Caswell, Catawba, Cleveland, Columbus, Cumberland, Dare, Davie, Durham, Franklin,
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James Sorrell forms a link in the human chain
that shifted thousands of boxes and volumes of
records in the stacks of the State Archives.



Greene, Guilford, Halifax, Henderson, Johnston, Lee, Lincoln, McDowell, Mecklenburg,
Mitchell, Moore, Nash, Onslow, Pasquotank, Robeson, Wayne, Wilson, and Yadkin
Counties; and for the municipalities of Bogue, Calabash, Durham, Goldsboro, High Point,
Lawndale, Littleton, New Bern, Randleman, Seven Devils, Shallotte, Tarboro, Teachey,
and Wade.

The section accessioned records from the following state agencies: Department of
Administration, 13 reels; Department of Community Colleges, 3 reels; Department of
Cultural Resources, 33 reels; Department of Insurance, 66 reels; Department of Transpor-
tation, 24 reels; General Assembly, 12 reels; Governor’s Office, 52.7 cubic feet and 1
folder; and State Board of Elections, 22 reels.

The Joseph Bryant Whitehead Papers, the Don Page Collection, the Joseph J.
Roberson Papers, and the Paul M. Gross Papers were accessioned as new private collec-
tions. Other records accessioned included 3 additions to the Map Collection; 27 additions
to the Military Collection (including 13 audio and videotapes and 1,481 other items); 5
reels to the Newspaper Collection; and 11 glass plate and photographic negatives to the
Nontextual Materials Collection.

Historical Publications Section
The section is pleased to announce the publication of History for All the People: One Hun-
dred Years of Public History in North Carolina, written by Ansley Herring Wegner, a staff
member in the Research Branch of the Office of Archives and History. This illustrated
paperback recounts, by decade, the programs and services of the North Carolina Historical
Commission since its establishment in 1903. Highlights include the extensive efforts to
microfilm local records and newspapers, the growth of the system of state history museums
and historic sites, comprehensive surveys of historic properties, and the ongoing investiga-
tion of the shipwreck believed to be Blackbeard’s Queen Anne’s Revenge. The volume
includes detailed features written by Wegner and her colleagues in
the Research Branch—Michael Hill, Dennis Daniels, and Mark
Moore. The sidebars emphasize prominent figures and significant
programs and events in the agency’s history. The book is available
for $10.00 plus 7 percent sales tax and $4.00 shipping through the
Historical Publications Section. Discounts are available for agency
employees, state employees, retirees, Historical Commission mem-
bers, and members of Archives and History support groups.

The 2003 catalog is now available free of charge. The cover
features an adaptation of the Wright Brothers Plane poster that is
for sale by the section. The catalog also has a new look—pages are
slick, a metallic ink was used, and color has been added to the
headings. Three new titles include the aforementioned title, a
revised edition of A History of African Americans in North Carolina,
and Internal Improvements in Antebellum North Carolina. In addition,
a packet of five books relating to North Carolina at war is now
available. For ease in locating specific books, a title index has been
included.

The index to Volume 50 (2002) of Carolina Comments has been
printed. Copies are free, but supplies are limited. For more information on obtaining any
of the aforementioned items, contact the section office by phone at (919) 733-7442, by
mail at 4622 Mail Service Center (CC), Raleigh, NC 27699-4622, or direct an e-mail
message to trudy.rayfield@ncmail.net.
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News from State Historic Sites

North Carolina Transportation Museum
In February the North Carolina Transportation Museum (NCTM) in Spencer sponsored
Rally Rowan, a program to kick off the local Back Shop capital campaign and to highlight
the museum’s partnership with the Smithsonian Institution. Secretary of Cultural
Resources Lisbeth Evans hosted the event at the Salisbury Depot and introduced Frank
Daniels Jr. of Raleigh, chairman of the Smithsonian’s board of directors and former pub-
lisher of the News and Observer. William Withuhn, curator of transportation at the Smith-
sonian, discussed the $22.5 million renovation of the transportation wing of that museum.
The America on the Move exhibit, opening at the Smithsonian in November, will include
Southern Railway steam locomotive No. 1401, which pulled President Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s funeral train through Spencer in 1945. The display will also portray the skilled
workmanship of Spencer Shops and the 1920s waiting room at the Salisbury Depot. The
exhibit will be viewed by some five to six million people annually and thus provide the
NCTM national recognition. The final speaker was NCTM Foundation president Sturges
Bryan, who pointed out that NCTM already contributes more than $8 million to Rowan
County’s economy every year, and challenged county leaders to raise $1.25 million toward
completion of the $32 million Back Shop project.

Secretary Evans also announced that the NCTM is now a formal member of the Smith-
sonian’s affiliate program, an elite organization with only 124 affiliates in 35 states and
Puerto Rico. The program allows museums and institutions across the county to borrow
from the Smithsonian’s more than 200 million artifacts, specimens, and archival materials.

The NCTM is one of twenty-one case studies in Enhancing America’s Communities,
recently released by the Federal Highway Administration. The publication provides exam-
ples of successful transportation-related enhancement projects across the nation, and the
NCTM study is the only one about a transportation museum. Since 1991 Congress has
funded such non-highway enhancement projects as bicycle/pedestrian trails and restora-
tion of railroad stations used by Amtrak, including several in North Carolina. The booklet
notes that the museum’s growth has created 132 jobs. Museum operations and more than
100,000 visitors stimulate the local economy annually by contributing $2.4 million in
income, $3.3 million in retail spending, and $2.5 million in services purchased in Rowan
County. The enhancement program, run by state departments of transportation and
requiring local matches, has allotted $5.8 million for the museum’s Julian Roundhouse,
completed in 1996, and $6 million for the ongoing Back Shop project. Back Shop con-
struction continued with roof demolition and placing of decking and framing for a new
roof. NCTM trains started running again on March 1, after repairs to the 1925 Shay
locomotive and several diesels.
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NCTM marketing efforts have begun for the museum’s busiest event season, high-
lighted by the Easter Bunny Express and Rail Days. Half-page full color ads in Charlotte
Parent, Piedmont Parent, and Carolina Parent magazines featured both events in the March
and April issues. Railfan and Railroad also ran Rail Days half-page color ads. Easter Bunny
Express advertising is bigger this year, with the addition of an “Eat breakfast or lunch with
the Easter Bunny” event.

Northeastern Historic Sites Section
Historic Edenton kicked off the twenty-third annual History Bowl competition as it
hosted a regional contest in the visitor center on February 3. Teams from middle schools
in Camden, Currituck, Gates, and Hertford Counties competed in the event. Central
Middle School of Gates County took first place and Hertford County second. The state
championship will be held in Raleigh on May 16.

Piedmont Historic Sites Section
During February, both the Charlotte Hawkins Brown Museum and Historic Stagville pre-
sented free programs to commemorate Black History Month. At the Brown Museum, offer-
ings included “The Black Slave Family in North Carolina,” a lecture by Dr. Freddie Parker
of N.C. Central University; a video presentation of “The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow,” high-
lights of the television documentary of the same name, with a discussion led by Dr. Millicent
Ellison Brown of N.C. A&T State University; a concert at Bethany United Church of
Christ by the Brown Memorial Singers; “The Negro Leagues Professional Baseball,” a pre-
sentation by Negro League stars Carl Long and Cliff Layton; and “North Carolina Federa-
tion of Negro Women’s Clubs,” a lecture by André D. Vann of N.C. Central University.

On February 23, Historic Stagville hosted a special musical event to commemorate the
centennial of the 1903 publication of The Souls of Black Folk: Essays and Sketches, by W. E. B.
Du Bois. The collection of fourteen essays was a seminal book in the development of twenti-
eth-century African American thought. Du Bois (1868-1963) was a leading black intellec-
tual and race leader and the first African American to earn a Ph.D. (at Harvard in 1895).
He successfully confronted Booker T. Washington’s philosophy of subservience to whites,
and challenged African Americans to fight for educational and civic equality. Du Bois
wrote more than twenty books and dozens of essays, many of them historical and socio-
logical. He also edited The Crisis, the magazine of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People, from 1910 to 1934.

During the afternoon, Dr. Deborah Woodward of Chapel Hill directed her musical
quintet, Embraced by Light, which has appeared at Stagville on numerous occasions. Dr. Alice
Eley Jones was narrator of the musical retrospective, based on the lyrical African spirituals
which Du Bois called “sorrow songs.” Jones reflected that Du Bois had paired spirituals
with European verse as epigraphs for each of the essays in Souls. The Historic Stagville
Foundation sponsored the occasion, which ended with a reception.

Roanoke Island Festival Park
In February, the N.C. School of the Arts presented some of the most acclaimed student
films from its years in Manteo. The popular free program is now in its third year at
Roanoke Island Festival Park (RIFP). Five student films were shown, together running
one and a half hours. The school has enjoyed a relationship with RIFP since 1998, when
the school established a performing arts series, Summer Scenes (now called Illuminations),
at the site.

4 4 C A R O L I N A C O M M E N T S



In February 1862 more than
10,000 Union and Confederate
forces converged on Roanoke
Island in a battle that altered the
course of the Civil War in North
Carolina and changed life on the
Outer Banks forever. RIFP commemorated the 141st anniversary of the battle with the third
annual Roanoke Island 1862: A Civil War Living History Weekend, on February 15-16.

The sixth annual Priceless Pieces Past and Present Quilt Extravaganza was held at the
RIFP art gallery throughout the month of March. Organized by the local Teacup
Quilters, this colorful show included old and new quilts made by, or belonging to, people
of Dare County, and featured the commemorative Roanoke Voyages Quilt from the
N.C. Museum of History. The much-anticipated annual event is neither judged nor
juried. Since the show began in 1998, more than six hundred quilts have been exhibited.
In 2000 the Library of Congress recognized the Teacup Quilters and the event as a local
legacy by its inclusion in an exhibit at the library. An opening reception featured the
Echoes of Heritage, an a cappella group of fourteen women. Sessions dealt with trouble-
shooting, folk art appliqué kits, quilt stretching, appraisals, a trunk show of a personal col-
lection of quilts, and a lecture on “North Carolina Textile Collection of Quilts” by Louise
Benner of the N.C. Museum of History.

Southeastern Historic Sites Section
In spite of the wind and rain, people braved the elements to attend the Valentine’s Day
program at Aycock Birthplace on February 16. Visitors had the opportunity to hear live
music, learn about nineteenth-century courting and valentines, discover the language of
the fan, and see a dream cake made.

The group Centennial, composed of local musicians, gave two performances. They
were scheduled to appear in the schoolhouse, but adverse weather moved the show into
the visitor center auditorium. The band played gospel music on acoustic instruments, and
many of the songs they performed were more than a hundred years old.

Site manager Leigh Strickland was stationed in the schoolhouse and taught guests about
the “language of the fan.” By the use of a hand-held fan, a lady could communicate to a
knowledgeable gentleman without speaking a word. For example, if a man approached a
lady at a dance or other entertainment and she started to fan herself very slowly, he would
know that she was married; if she began to fan herself very quickly, he would understand
she was single but engaged. However, if she simply opened her fan at his approach, she
was saying “I wish to speak with you.” If she put the fan handle to her lips, she let the
gentleman know he could kiss her.

Johnny Joyner entertained guests with a discussion about nineteenth-century courting
practices and romance. Visitors could look at copies of nineteenth-century valentines, hear
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Dr. Deborah Woodward (seated)
directs her group, Embraced by
Light, in a musical retrospective of
essays by W. E. B. Du Bois, at
Historic Stagville.



readings of love letters, play parlor games, and learn about “penny dreadfuls.” These “Dear
John” messages cost one cent and let the receiver know the person who sent them wanted
out of the relationship.

Charlotte Brow, former site manager and now a regular volunteer, spoke to visitors in
the kitchen about dream cakes. At nineteenth-century weddings, young unmarried ladies
might be given a slice of cake small enough to fit through a wedding ring. The cake was
wrapped in paper and then placed under a woman’s pillow for three nights. If the woman
dreamed of the same gentleman all three nights, it was believed he would be the man she
would marry.

After many years of planning and designing, the new exhibits within the visitor center
at Brunswick Town are well under way. On November 20, 2002, the bid opening for
these displays was held in the auditorium of the visitor center. Plantation Builders, Inc., of
Wilmington was selected as the principal contractor. This firm has subcontracted with
Expo Zone, an exhibit fabrication firm from Ontario, Canada, that specializes in small
exhibit setups.

Plantation Builders is no stranger to the area, as much of their work can be viewed in
the historic section of downtown Wilmington. Currently the firm is constructing the
Promenade project, which features townhouses alongside small shops and blends in with
the historical ambience of the heart of the city.

Western Historic Sites Section
Daily operations at Reed Gold Mine have been impacted during the past year by a 19 per-
cent budget cut. Yet through creative use of the low-visitation winter weeks and generous
help from the Gold History Corporation (GHC), the staff has refurbished part of the
twenty-six-year-old visitor center. Changes consisted of an overhaul of the gift shop and
audio-visual projection areas, and relocated staff offices. The upgrade is complete in the
library, projection room, offices, and sales area. GHC purchased equipment including a
new digital camera and furniture for the gift shop and adjoining offices. The project
resulted in more space for formerly cramped offices, a central files area, and fresh paint and
carpet on the second floor.

The site has been showing the orientation film, All That Glitters, as a 16-millimeter
movie since 1978. The GHC funded the project as well as three later videos about gold
mining. All four videos are now available on DVD, along with the story of the Ridgeway
Gold Mine in South Carolina. Staff member Norman Long has set up a state-of-the-art
projection and surround-sound system in the auditorium with a five-disc CD/DVD
changer. With the new equipment, there was space left in the projection room to set up
an office for audio-visual and electronic work.

The sales desk was also included in the improvements. In front of the main entrance is a
new reception desk/temporary staff work station, where visitors are greeted and school
group leaders are registered. A lighted “Welcome to Reed Gold Mine” sign was moved to
hang directly behind the desk and is the first thing visitors see upon arrival. As a work sta-
tion, the desk holds a telephone and laptop computer. This renovation will help the staff
in busy times, when there is usually only one person in the visitor center to greet visitors,
register groups, start the film, and answer phones.
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News from State History Museums

Museum of the Albemarle
On February 8, the Museum of the Albemarle at Elizabeth City hosted a Civil War Naval
Living History Celebration. Re-enactors from the North Carolina Naval Squadron at
Plymouth, the Tidewater Maritime Living History Association, and the Ships Company:
CSS Virginia/USS Monitor of Norfolk were encamped on the green of the museum, and
offered demonstrations on artillery firing and rope making. Exhibits featured Civil War era
shipbuilding, navigation, and medical practices. During the afternoon, Richard Lawrence
of the Office of State Archaeology presented a lecture on the Battle of Elizabeth City and
the recovery of the CSS Black Warrior from the Pasquotank River, and local historian Alex
Leary spoke on the Battle of South Mills.

Staff Notes

In the Government Records Branch of the Archives and Records Section, Lisa D.
Roberson joined the staff as a records management analyst. Becky McGee-Lankford and
Ashley Yandle attended a metadata workshop sponsored by the Southeastern Archives and
Records Conference in Tallahassee, Florida, on February 3-4.

In the Division of State Historic Sites, Leigh Strickland, formerly assistant manager at
Aycock, was promoted to site manager II after the resignation of Charlotte Brow. Patricia
Samford, former Tryon Palace archaeologist and head of museum services, is now site
manager at Bath and the Northeastern Historic Sites Section administrator. At the N.C.
Transportation Museum, Brian Howell was promoted to facility maintenance supervisor
III, and Karen Nilsen to interpreter II. Carl Burke, historic interpreter I at Somerset, has
been promoted to historic interpreter II at Halifax. Thomas Nixon (division administra-
tion) resigned as information technology coordinator; his successor is Sam Glaize. At
Roanoke Island Festival Park, Cupid Collins, Mary Douan, and Debbie Fournier began as
general utility workers. Tina Beacham has been hired as office assistant III at the park,
Kurt Grotke began as maintenance mechanic I, and Tanya Young is the new information
and communication specialist II. Wanda O’Neal resigned as housekeeping supervisor II
there. Catherine Conner began as site assistant at Polk Memorial.

At the North Carolina Museum of History, Dr. Vicki Berger has retired from her posi-
tion as curator of costumes and textiles and Collections Management Section administra-
tor. Associate curator Sandy Webbere has resigned. Sheila Thomas-Ambat has assumed the
position of multimedia producer. Special events coordinator Brooke Eidenmiller and
information highway educator Claudia Noble have joined the museum staff. Dorothea
Bitler, executive director of the Museum of History Associates, has been selected to
Raleigh-based Metro Magazine’s first annual Who’s Who list of twenty individuals who
have made a significant contribution to the quality of life in North Carolina.
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Jim Greathouse, historic interpreter at the Museum of the Cape Fear Historical Com-
plex, received the Early Career Professional Award from the N.C. Museums Council in
November 2002. Heidi Bleazey has joined the staff as the education coordinator at the
Poe House.

Colleges and Universities

St. Andrews Presbyterian College
Dr. George E. Melton’s 1998 biography of Admiral Darlan has been translated into French
and published as Darlan: Amiral et homme d’ Etat francais, 1881-1942 (Paris: Pygmalion,
2002).

University of North Carolina at Greensboro
The Division of Continual Learning, in cooperation with Old Salem, is offering four
courses this spring and summer in the fields of historic preservation, archaeology, and
museum studies. The first course, “Field Methods in Preservation Technology,” is
cosponsored by the State Historic Preservation Office. It offers lectures by craftsmen and
preservation specialists, and hands-on fieldwork in Old Salem using such techniques as
masonry restoration, wood and stone conservation, wood shingle and slate roofing,
re-glazing and repairing old windows, and paint analysis. The class runs from May 19 to
June 6. A second course, “Research Methods in Historical Archaeology,” also provides
participants field experience. Students will be shown the basics of excavation, mapping,
artifact analysis, photography, measurement, and record keeping, as they participate in the
exploration of the site of the 1766 “Builders House,” the first building constructed at Old
Salem. The class begins on May 17 and concludes on June 20. The university’s campus
will be the site of the third course, “Identification and Evaluation of the Historic Built
Environment.” The two basic methods of documentation and analysis of historic build-
ings—field surveys and National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) nominations—will
be introduced. Students will learn to conduct field documentation, archival research, and
oral interviews as they prepare an actual NRHP nomination for a building in Greensboro.
The dates for the course are June 10 to July 15. The final offering, “Southern History and
Southern Material Culture in a Museum Context,” will focus on the collection of Old
Salem’s Museum of Early Southern Decorative Arts (MESDA) within its historical setting.
Topics will include artifact analysis, connoisseurship, research methodology, conservation
principles, archaeology, and social and economic history. The class will run from June 22
to July 18. The application deadline for these courses, each of which carries three credits,
is April 21. To register or to obtain further information, call the Division of Continual
Learning at (336) 334-5414, or visit their website, www.uncg.edu/dcl.

State, County, and Local Groups

Caswell County Historical Association
Dr. Lindley S. Butler, professor emeritus of Rockingham County Community College,
was the featured speaker at the winter quarterly meeting on January 28. An authority on
navigational history, Dr. Butler delivered a slide presentation on the archaeological history
of the Dan River.
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Upcoming Events
April 12 North Carolina Maritime Museum, Beaufort: Thirtieth Anniversary of the

Discovery of the USS Monitor. This exhibit commemorates the discovery of the
wreck of the USS Monitor by the crew of Duke University’s research vessel
Eastward, and features a replica of the turret of the ironclad, a scale model,
photographs, and drawings. A short video recounts the search efforts and includes
dive footage of the wreck site. The exhibit will run through September 1.

April 15 Roanoke Island Festival Park: Jammin’ with Pops. Delightful new musical by
Emmy Award winner and Tony nominee Barry Harman, performed by
Arizona tour group, Encore Attractions. The musical is a fictionalized story of
jazz legends Ella Fitzgerald and Louis Armstrong, and features an incredible
song list including “Hello Dolly” and “On the Sunny Side of the Street.” 7:30
to 10:00 P.M.

April 26 Mountain Gateway Museum: Nineteenth Annual Pioneer Day. Enjoy this
daylong event filled with music, craft demonstrations, and food. 10:00 A.M. to
5:00 P.M. For more information, call (828) 668-9259.

USS North Carolina Battleship Memorial: Battleship Alive. Living history
interpreters bring the ship back to life as they re-create sailors’ daily duties and
drills. 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. Included in admission fee.

April 29-30 Reed Gold Mine: Heritage Days. Area fourth-graders experience the life-styles
and crafts of the past in this annual event. Group reservations for panning and
underground tours required. 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. Fee for panning.

May 1 North Carolina Museum of History: Mordecai: An Early American
Family. Historian Emily Bingham provides an intimate examination of several
generations of a Jewish American family. A reception will follow the program,
which is cosponsored by Capital Area Preservation. 7:00 to 8:00 P.M. Register
by April 25 at (919) 715-0200, ext. 283.

May 3 Museum of the Cape Fear Historical Complex: On a Wing and a Prayer. Opening
of exhibit highlighting the early years of powered flight in southern North Carolina,
part of the statewide celebration of the centennial of manned flight.

North Carolina Maritime Museum, Beaufort: Wooden Boat Show. This
annual event features an exhibit of wooden boats, races, and rowing and sailing
demonstrations. 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. To obtain an application for exhibiting a
boat, call (252) 728-7317.

North Carolina Museum of History: Crafted from Wood. In this program to
complement the traveling exhibition, Furniture of the American South,
1680-1830: The Colonial Williamsburg Collection, master cabinetmaker Mack
Headley demonstrates colonial woodworking techniques and discusses southern
furniture construction from the 1700s. 1:00 to 4:00 P.M.

May 4 Roanoke Island Festival Park: Opening reception for Sixth Annual Mollie
Fearing Memorial Art Show. Dare County Arts Council honors founder
Mollie Fearing with displays of local paintings, drawings, sculptures,
photography, and stained glass. The show runs from May 1 to May 28,
Monday-Friday, 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.

May 10 North Carolina Museum of History: Writer’s Block: Mama Learned Us to
Work: Farm Women in the New South. Lu Ann Jones, associate professor of
history at East Carolina University, discusses her book about the everyday
experiences of rural southern women in the early twentieth century. A book
signing will follow the program. 3:00 to 4:00 P.M.

May 16 Alamance Battleground Historic Site: 232nd Anniversary of the Battle of
Alamance. Commemorative activities include wreath-laying ceremony,
covered-dish picnic, and program. 6:00 to 9:00 P.M.
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Upcoming Events
May 17 James K. Polk Memorial Historic Site: Court and Election Day. Living

history program demonstrating cases heard before a traveling circuit court in
1800, and politicians’ campaign speeches. 10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.

North Carolina Museum of History: Southern Style: Making Furniture in
the American South. This slide lecture highlights the exhibit of furniture
from the Colonial Williamsburg Collection. Ronald L. Hurst, Carlise H.
Humelsine Chief Curator at Colonial Williamsburg, will present the program
and sign copies of his recent book about the exhibit. 2:00 to 3:00 P.M.

May 17-18 Alamance Battleground Historic Site: Eighteenth Century Live-in and
Militia Muster. Re-creation of colonial military and domestic life. Saturday
10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M., Sunday 1:00 to 5:00 P.M.

May 21 North Carolina Museum of History: History à la Carte: The Blue Ridge
Parkway. Historian Walter R. Turner of the North Carolina Transportation
Museum examines the past, present, and future of the nation’s first and longest
rural parkway. 12:10 to 1:00 P.M.

May 24 North Carolina Museum of History: Three Centuries of American
Military Tradition. Reenactments on the State Capitol grounds, lectures,
and discussions highlight this Memorial Day weekend tribute to North
Carolina’s veterans. 11:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.

May 26 USS North Carolina Battleship Memorial: Memorial Day Observance.
Traditional observance features guest speaker, all-service color guard, gun
salute, “Taps”, and a memorial wreath cast upon the waters. U.S. Cellular
V.A.L.O.R. program on site offers veterans free phone calls to family members
in the United States. 5:45 P.M.

May 31 North Carolina Museum of History: Family Day: Birthday Bash. The museum
celebrates its centennial with cake, balloons, and dancing. 1:00 to 4:00 P.M.

June 1 North Carolina Museum of History: Keeping the Past Alive. Museum
conservator Len Hambleton provides tips on preserving and storing family
heirlooms and collectibles. 2:00 to 3:00 P.M.

Roanoke Island Festival Park: Opening reception for Scott Taylor Photography
Exhibit. Evocative display of photographs of the North Carolina coast, to run
through July 30. 4:00 to 6:00 P.M.

June 1-30 Roanoke Island Festival Park: Junior Sailing. Week-long beginners’ course
for children aged eight to fifteen, in Optimast sailing prams built at the
Maritime Museum. For more information, call (252) 475-1750.

June 5 North Carolina Museum of History: Live Your Own Life: The Family Papers
of Mary Bayard Clarke, 1854-1886. Editors Terrell Armistead Crow and Mary
Moulton Barden explore the life of Clarke, who grew up in a North Carolina
planter family that revered southern traditions, but later challenged the
stereotypes of nineteenth-century women. A reception will follow the
program. 7:00 to 8:00 P.M. Register by May 30 at (919) 715-0200, ext. 283.

June 7 Duke Homestead Historic Site: Herb Garden and Craft Festival. Historical
outdoor festival with displays of traditional herbal uses, craft demonstrations, and
pottery, baskets, and herbs for purchase. 10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.

Horne Creek Living Historical Farm: Toe-Tapping Saturday in June.
Local bands play old familiar tunes. 11:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.

June 11 North Carolina Museum of History: History à la Carte: Black Soldiers in
Blue: African American Troops in the Civil War Era. John David Smith,
graduate alumni distinguished professor of history, North Carolina State
University, discusses the significant role played by African American soldiers in
the Union army. 12:10 to 1:00 P.M.



Greensboro Historical Museum
The museum has been awarded $30,750 in grant monies to underwrite an original exhibi-
tion focusing on the community of Cambodian refugees in Greensboro. Grants from the
Hillsdale Fund, the North Carolina Humanities Council, and the Community Foundation
of Greater Greensboro will be matched by the museum’s board of trustees. The exhibition,
Across the Temple Gate: The Cambodian Side of Greensboro, will feature narrative histories, art,
everyday and ceremonial objects, and photographs. Scheduled to open in December, the
exhibition is being developed by project director Jon Zachman and guest curator Barbara
Lau of Duke University’s Center for Documentary Studies. Lau has spent ten years research-
ing and documenting the Cambodian communities of North Carolina.

Murfreesboro Historical Association
The association hosted and contributed artifacts to the traveling exhibition, African American
Builders and Architects in North Carolina, 1730-1865. The exhibit was produced by Preserva-
tion North Carolina and the Gallery of Art and Design at N.C. State University. African
American scholar Alice Eley Jones, a native of Hertford County, served as curator. The
twenty-five panels of the exhibit explored the lives, building styles, and tools of the many
slaves and free black artisans engaged in the antebellum building trade in the state. The exhi-
bition was on display in the Murfreesboro Historic District from January 28 to March 21.

Wake County Historical Society, Inc.
Dr. Jerry Cross, former research historian in the Office of Archives and History, presented
a lecture at the society meeting on March 23. His topic was “Joel Lane: Chamelion on the
Crabtree.”

Old Leaves

PRESENT AT THE CREATION: R. D. W. CONNOR REMINISCES, 1948

Recent research in the North Carolina State Archives uncovered the following transcript. Its publication in
the centennial year of Archives and History sheds new light on the agency’s beginnings.

On March 13, 1948, Robert Digges Wimberly Connor, the founding secretary of the North
Carolina Historical Commission, spoke to the staff of the Department of Archives and History. The
presentation prefigured the agency’s modern “Staff Break” series, whereby distinguished speakers meet
with staff members. R. D. W. Connor, who was appointed the first U.S. Archivist in 1934 by
President Franklin D. Roosevelt and served in that capacity until 1941, recalled for those assembled
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Upcoming Events
June 21 North Carolina Museum of History: Writer’s Block: Fine in the World:

Lumbee Language in Time and Place. Stanley Knick, director of the Native
American Resource Center at UNC-Pembroke, joins professors Walt Wolfram
and Linda Oxendine in a discussion of the evolution of the unique Lumbee
dialect. A book signing will follow the program. 3:00 to 4:00 P.M.

June 24 USS North Carolina Battleship Memorial: Third Annual Battleship
Hootenanny. John Golden and Eric Bruton headline a fine cast of local
musicians performing on the fantail of the battleship. Admission fee $10. For
more information, call (910) 251-5797.

July 4 USS North Carolina Battleship Memorial: Battleship Blast. One of the largest
choreographed fireworks displays in the state may be viewed from historic
downtown Wilmington. 9:00 P.M.



his experiences in Raleigh and  Washington. Introducing Connor was Christopher Crittenden, secre-
tary of the Historical Commission (the name was changed to the Department of Archives and History
in 1943) from 1934 to 1968. Crittenden was aware of the significance of the occasion and employed
an outside stenographer, Chloe Hodge, to transcribe the remarks. Connor, who resumed teaching his-
tory in Chapel Hill after leaving his post in Washington, was sixty-nine years old in March 1948.
He died on February 25, 1950.

The setting in the “Old Education Building,” home of the agency from 1939 to 1968, was
informal, resulting in a lively exchange. Asking questions after his remarks were Mrs. W. S. (Susie)
West, a senior archivist, on the staff since 1915; Nell Hines, a stenographer and clerk; David Leroy
Corbitt, chief of the publications division, hired in 1924; Henry H. Eddy, chief of the archives and
manuscripts division; and Joye E. Jordan, chief of public displays (museum) division.

—Michael Hill, Research Branch
Office of Archives and History

CRITTENDEN: This morning, the chief thing for which we are met together is that we
have with us the man who really made this agency what it is. As you all know, he was the
first Secretary of the N.C. Historical Commission. He was elected to that position in
1903. He remained Secretary until 1921, then he left and went to Chapel Hill as Professor
of History and Government. In 1934, when President Roosevelt was looking for a man to
establish and put on its feet the Archives of the United States, he chose this man. He went
to Washington in that capacity and remained there from 1934 until 1941, when he
returned to Chapel Hill as Professor of History and Government.

When he came back, Governor [J. Melville] Broughton appointed him a member of the
Executive Board of the Department, which was then the Historical Commission, and he was
elected Chairman. We couldn’t have a better one. He has consented to come over here
today and talk very informally about old times at the Historical Commission, and anything
else he wants to talk about, so we are delighted to have you with us today, Dr. Connor.

CONNOR: It is a great pleasure to be here, I assure you, and Dr. Crittenden impressed
on me very emphatically and very clearly that I was to talk about twenty minutes and
reminisce. I am getting to that point in life where I can reminisce—none of you have
reached it yet. When you do, then you will be as garrulous as I am.

CRITTENDEN: There is no time limit, Dr. Connor.
CONNOR: It doesn’t take long for me to tell what little I know. It gives me a great deal

of pleasure to look at this group today and think back to the time when we first started
this activity� the Historical Commission. Dr. Crittenden thought that you might like to
know something about our early activities—or perhaps I should say our early inactivities.

I had nothing to do with the original movement to establish a Historical Commission.
In fact, I was living in Wilmington at that time and knew nothing about it until I got a
letter from Governor [Charles B.] Aycock saying he had appointed me a member of the
N.C. Historical Commission. The man who was really the originator of the Commission,
although not the only one, because a great many people had thought of an activity of this
sort, was Mr. W. J. Peele who lived here in Raleigh, an old, old bachelor, not so old in
age as he was in manner and appearance, and all that sort of thing. He practiced law here
in Raleigh for a good many years and was very much interested in history, and particularly
in North Carolina history. He drafted a bill in 1903 to create the North Carolina Histori-
cal Commission with three members to be appointed by the Governor to serve without
any compensation or without any expense account, and I emphasize that last point because
of a curious little incident connected with our organization.
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I have jotted down here the names of that first Com-
mission appointed by the Governor: W. J. Peele of
Raleigh, Rev. J. D. Hufham, a retired Baptist preacher, a
very distinguished minister of the Gospel, and popularly
called the “Baptist Bishop” in North Carolina because of
his great influence with the denomination. Dr. Hufham
had retired and was then living in Henderson. The third
man on the Commission was Mr. F. A. Sondley, another
old bachelor lawyer who lived in Asheville, a man who
had made quite a deal of money and accumulated a very
large collection of material related to the history of North
Carolina, both printed and manuscript material—a very
queer man—and then the fourth man on the Commission

was Dr. Richard Dillard of Edenton. He was among the Doctors about what Mr. Peele
and Mr. Sondley were among the lawyers, an old-fashioned gentleman, bachelor, who
lived in one of the historic buildings in Edenton—the old Edenton bank. He had a beauti-
ful garden, was very much interested in gardening, and dabbled a little in local history.
Then, the fifth member was myself, and it would take too long to tell you all about
myself, so I won’t tell you anything except that I will begin with the point that I was liv-
ing in Wilmington at the time, principal of the high school in Wilmington.

Now, the Governor did not designate any one of these men
as Chairman.  He just appointed us and left it up to us to orga-
nize. Since Mr. Peele lived in Raleigh, he took the initiative
and invited us to meet in his office in Raleigh, and we were
given a date for the purpose of organizing and doing some plan-
ning. Well, I came up from Wilmington, and I was the only one
that turned up, so we couldn’t do anything. Mr. Peele and I sat
in his office down on Wilmington Street, one room about this
square, old-fashioned wood stove sitting in the middle of it, and
his method of filing anything was to throw it in the corner and
let it lie there for fifty years, and the place was just an old junk
shop, but he knew where he could put his fingers on anything
he wanted. Well, we sat there and talked for a while and waited
for somebody else to turn up, and nobody did, so after a while I
went on back to Wilmington.

Well, then Mr. Peele tried to get another meeting here in Raleigh and failed. One day
I got—I don’t remember now whether it was a letter or a telegram—saying that he had
learned that Dr. Hufham was visiting his daughter in Warsaw. Now, you may remember
that Warsaw is a small town about midway between Wilmington and Goldsboro on the
Atlantic Coast Line Railroad, and Mr. Peele suggested that if I would run up there on a
Friday night from Wilmington he’d come down from Raleigh, and we wouldn’t tell Dr.
Hufman we were coming for fear he might escape us. So, we met there in the little village
hotel and after getting a bite to eat Mr. Peele said he knew where Mr. Hufham’s daughter
lived, and he’d step around there and corral the old gentleman, which he did. So we had a
meeting in Mr. Peele’s room in the hotel, just us three.

Mr. Peele and I had outlined what we proposed to do, so as soon as we got settled I
nominated Mr. Peele as Chairman of the Commission. Dr. Hufham seconded the motion,
and I put it, and Dr. Hufham and I voted for him for Chairman. Then Mr. Peele sorta
tipped Dr. Hufham off, so he nominated me for Secretary, and Mr. Peele seconded, and
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Well, we had, I think, one meeting of that Commission. Mr. Peele and Col. Grimes
and myself, all of us living here in Raleigh. We didn’t do much, but I notice one entry
here in our minutes of June 8, 1905, and I’m going to read it because I respectfully offer it
for your consideration and Mr. Corbitt’s consideration: “The Secretary was instructed to
have copied for publication the Governors Letter Books.”

We never did, but I still think it would make a fine publication project, not merely the
letter books, of course, but the letters of Governors of North Carolina. As you know, of
course, our records down through 1790 are pretty well published; that is those thirty-odd
volumes of monumental achievement and have done a great deal, not only in North
Carolina, but among historians generally, for the development of the history of North
Carolina and recognition of its history, but for the period from 1790 down to 1860, great
volumes of rich material for our history are buried. They have not been published, and I
still think it would be a fine project if we’d take up publication of those materials where
the Colonial and State records left them off. I would not re-print the Journals of the Legis-
lature, or you might re-print those that are very scarce. Why, at the University in many
cases we have only microfilm copies of the Journals of the Legislature of North Carolina,
and those rarer ones might be re-printed. Now, in our Legislative papers here, there is a
rich mine of historical information. The first man who ever exploited that was Charles L.
Coon in his two volumes on public education in North Carolina, 1790-1840, docu-
mentary history.

I may say at that time, those of you who are familiar with the Senate chambers know
about the gallery that runs up around on the east side of the chamber and those little
entrance rooms just before you enter that gallery, and there was a wooden cupboard with
no locks on the door, the doors usually swung open, in which the loose papers of the leg-
islature, bound up and tied—not with red tape, but just ordinary twine and commercial
wrapping paper—and were just stuffed up in there higgledy-piggledy. A great many of
them have been lost or destroyed, but the great bulk are still in existence, and Coon went
through those things and got together a major portion of them to make up the two vol-
umes and also his other volume on the schools and academies in the same period—bills
and reports that had never been printed. Now, fortunately, we have them here in our
Legislative Papers and they have been to a certain degree arranged in a logical way, but
they are in terrible physical condition, and I hope that when you get your laminating
machine that will be one of the first jobs you undertake to have those papers laminated. I
never realized myself how valuable they were until I was put on this project that I am
doing now, the records of the University of North Carolina, and went through those
boxes for the years that I was concerned with and found a great many documents of prime
importance to the history of the University and education in the State, and, of course, I
saw a great many others, all sorts of phases of our history.

Now, we worked along under that Act of 1905 and still couldn’t get anywhere, and we
decided that the time had come when the Commission ought to have a more permanent
organization with a full-time Secretary, so they told me to draft a revision of the Act,
which I did, and we had it introduced in the Legislature in 1907. The principal provision
and changes were that the Commission was given an appropriation of five thousand dollars
and authorized to employ a full-time Secretary. Now, when that Commission was
appointed under that Act, Governor [Robert B.] Glenn was Governor, and he appointed
Mr. Peele, Col. Grimes, Mr. Blount, and Mr. Noble, and Dr. D. H. Hill of State College.
The Governor had been tipped to leave me off. He had other plans for me, so when they
held their meeting, they elected me Secretary.
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Now, when I look at this group here today and think of the first day on which I
became Secretary of this Commission, actively under this set-up, it gives me hope and
courage for the future. I had to move out of the Superintendent of Public Instruction’s
office and I looked around, and where could I go? There wasn’t a single office in any state
building that was available for me. The first office I had—of course, the Legislature had
adjourned—was the Senate chamber—nobody in there, so over in one of the lobbies I got
an old unpainted rickety pine table about this size, and I had a chair and a pencil and a
pad, and that was the equipment of the Historical Commission. Well, I got to looking
around and as you know, at the end of that gallery, the eastern gallery, there is a little
room, I suppose about 15 by 15 feet, which was the office of the Board of Standards
which had one meeting a year, but never met in there, but they had some instruments,
some little weights and measures, and so, through Col. Grimes I got permission to occupy
that room.

We put the few instruments out of the way, and we stayed in that room until—well, I
have forgotten just what year—until 1913, I believe, a movement was started to build a
library building in which we were to have quarters. Well, there was a good deal of oppo-
sition to it, or rather not so much opposition as indifference, not much interest in that sort
of thing. But we got the Supreme Court interested in it by suggesting that the Supreme
Court should have quarters in there, and the State Library and the Historical Commission,
so by combining those forces, we got a good deal of momentum behind this scheme. We
had a Bill introduced in the Legislature of 1913. One man who gave us a great deal of
trouble was the Commissioner of Insurance, Col. [James R.] Young. He had very inade-
quate quarters, and he pointed out that his agency was bringing in a revenue to the State
and here they were going to provide a handsome building for just keeping those old
worthless records that ought to burned up anyway, and so on. Well, I’ll tell you a little
secret now, which very few people know. Fortunately for us, the Speaker of the House
that year was a man named [George W.] Connor who came from Wilson, and he was
sorta kin to me—my oldest brother, so it didn’t hurt us any, I’ll say that much, that he
should be Speaker of the House that year.

Well, the up-shot of it was we got a bill through appropriating about $350,000, and put
up this building over where the State Library is now [the present Court of Appeals Build-
ing], and we got a larger appropriation, and we began to increase our staff. Now, from
that time on, it has been fairly easy sailing.

I notice here one thing I forgot to mention in our operations, that at our June meeting
in 1905, Mr. J. G. deR. Hamilton requested from us an appropriation to publish the let-
ters of Governor Jonathan Worth which were in his possession. That was done. Then,
later, Dr. Hamilton also edited and we published the letters of Chief Justice [Thomas]
Ruffin, and as you know, the papers of Archibald Murphey, and we started in those publi-
cations a very valuable series of historical publications, sources. Then, of course, later came
the records of the Moravians. Now, I needn’t go on any further in that the rest of this is a
history of development with which you are probably familiar.

My fifteen minutes is nearly up anyhow, but I thought since it has fallen to my luck to
be in on the organization of two important archival agencies I thought I might say just a
few words about the organization of the National Archives in Washington.

I was in my office in Chapel Hill one day in the early part of June [1934] and didn’t
even know there was a bill to establish the National Archives pending at that time in Con-
gress. I knew that certain men in this country, chiefly Dr. J. F. Jameson, had been pushing
the idea of a National Archives for twenty-five years. Jameson is really the man that put
the thing over. Well, I got a letter that morning from Dr. Jameson, whom I knew very
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very slightly, in which he said that it seemed likely that this bill would be passed and, if so,
would I be interested in appointment as Archivist of the United States. Well, you could
have knocked me down with a feather, especially, such a suggestion coming from
Jameson. He said, however, that frankly he must say he thought the best man in the coun-
try for that job was Waldo G. Leland, but that Leland had another job as Executive
Secretary to the Council of Learned Societies, which he thought was equally important; and
then, besides that he thought probably a Southern Democrat would have a better chance of
being confirmed than a Massachusetts Yankee. Well, I’ll not go into the whole story of that.

I was going through Washington about ten days later, and I wrote Jameson to that
effect, and that if time allowed I would stop in and have a conference with him, which I
did. And then he got active and after the bill was passed. Fortunately for the historians of
the country, after this bill was passed, W. E. Dodd was the President of the American His-
torical Association for that year, and of course he had just been appointed Ambassador to
Germany, and Mr. Roosevelt was a great admirer of Dodd, and he let it be understood
that, in selecting an Archivist, he would be very strongly inclined to follow any recom-
mendation that the American Historical Association would make. Actually, he said, you
make a recommendation, and I’ll endorse him, appoint him—so the Council of the
American Historical Association finally lit on me, and when the time came to present the
matter to the President, my name was presented.

Well, the summer went on and nothing seemed to be done about it, and I came on
back home after teaching in summer school in Morgantown, West Virginia, and one day I
got a letter from Marvin McIntyre, the President’s Appointment Secretary, that he had
made an engagement for me to see the President on October 3 at 11:00. That was all. He
didn’t ask whether I could come or not, but I wired him I’d be there.

My wife made me dress up, put on the best suit of clothes I had, and it was a very
warm spell of weather in October, and it was a heavy winter suit, and I wasn’t particularly
comfortable, but I went up to the White House, and there was the clerk with a big desk
out in the corridor. I had never seen a President of the United States before in my life
except at a very, very great distance [incumbent President, we can assume, since Connor
was host to William Howard Taft in Raleigh in 1916]. I certainly had never spoken to
one, and I was a little jittery—a country boy going to see a great man of the country. So I
said to this man McIntyre—they say he never forgot a face or name—had been at that job
for many, many years, and I stepped up and I said, “My name is Connor. I have an
engagement with Mr. McIntyre.” He said, “Your engagement is with the President, Mr.
Connor. Just walk in and have a seat.” Well, after a while—a lot of other people were
ahead of me—I was called, and I went in and I noticed that everybody that went in before
I did just before going in would flick their coat and slick their hair, so I did it too.

The President had a great big room, and a big desk across the corner, and there he sat
behind it in his shirt sleeves—had on no vest—and his tie just as crooked as Corbitt’s and
Eddy’s over there, the finest looking specimen of humanity I ever saw, because I couldn’t
see his feet. He was sitting behind this desk. As I walked in, he said, “Hi, come on around
here. How is Missouri?” I said, “I don’t know, Mr. President, I’m from North Carolina.”
“Oh yes,” he said, “I know you’re from North Carolina. Sit down.” He said, “You
know, I’ve got to appoint an Archivist or Archi-vist, or how do you pronounce it,” he
said, just putting me at ease. Then, he made one of the most astonishing statements to me
that I ever heard in my life. He said, “You know, I’ve got to appoint an Archivist, and I
think I’m going to appoint you.” He said, “The man that I appoint has got to be a good
Democrat, and he has to have the endorsement of the other historians.” I said, “I can
qualify on the first, but I don’t know about the other.” “Well, we’ll appoint you.”
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“By the way,” he said, “you did me a great favor once.” I thought he was going to say
I had voted for him, but he didn’t know about that, and I looked blank, of course. He
said, when he became Assistant Secretary of the Navy in 1913, being interested in naval
history he had collected a lot of material on the history of the American Navy. He got a
bill through Congress to appropriate $50,000 to the War and Navy Departments to have
the photostats made of the military and naval records of the American Revolution, and he
said the Secretary of War wasn’t interested, so he and Mr. [Josephus] Daniels turned the
whole thing over to me and said, “Go ahead.” He said, “We got to looking to the matter
and we found that $50,000 wasn’t enough to get the records of all thirteen states, so we
selected Massachusetts, Virginia, and North Carolina, and you got those North Carolina
records for me.”

Well, what happened was—and this is part of the history of this organization—he made
a contract with the firm of Leete Brothers in Washington to make these photostats, and I
had a letter—I didn’t know Roosevelt had had any connection with it at all—I had a let-
ter from Leete Brothers asking me just after we got over in the new building—telling me
they had this contract and wanted to know if they could send a photostat machine with
operators, and put it up in our building to get these documents. Well, fortunately, we had
the big room over there in the Hall of History that hadn’t been filled at that time, and I
said, “All right, come on,” and he did. Well, that machine was almost as big as this room.
Of course, it has been improved a great deal, but it was the first machine of that sort ever
brought to North Carolina, and those fellows stayed there about three months, and got
photostats of about five thousand—I didn’t know we had any military-naval records—and
that’s what he was referring to. Well, how in the world that man knew I had anything to
do with it, or how he should have remembered it is beyond me, or it would be if I hadn’t
seen so many remarkable instances of his memory after that.

Well, after we got through with the conference, I got up and walked out, and I
thought, well, what the thunder have I got myself into now? Here again I had a job. I did
not have an office, no equipment, nowhere to hang my hat, and I was rather somewhat
depressed, to tell you the plain truth. Well, in the course of time I went back to Washing-
ton and the Archives Building was certainly not more than two-thirds finished at that
time, but the new Department of Justice Building which is right down there next to the
Archives Building was not quite finished, but far enough along for the Department staff to
be occupying it, and the Interior Department has control over allocating space in the
buildings, and the Secretary of the Interior was very much interested in the Archives,
Mr. [Harold] Ickes, so he had two offices in that building assigned to me. In course of
time we got three or four more as the staff grew, while the Archives Building was being
completed. I have gone ten minutes over my time, and I have about run out. Well, won-
der if anybody would like to ask me any questions that I can’t answer.

WEST: I want to know what has become of all of those records that Leete
photographed.

CONNOR: That’s up to you. You were custodian at that time.
WEST: I don’t believe I was a member of your staff at that time, I don’t remember that,

but I was appointed temporarily to unfold those Legislative papers you were talking about.
CONNOR: I know they were there. I don’t know where they are now.
WEST: What did they take, exactly—just Navy?
CONNOR: No, Army and Navy. A good many of those records, of course, have been

published in the State Records. Now, here’s another interesting thing that I found, com-
ing back to our own work here. This Governors’ Letter Book. As I recall, there’s a little
closet up under the stairway of the Capitol, there was then—dark and damp and dirty.
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Sometimes the janitors used it for their buckets and brooms, and the Letter Books of the
Governors of North Carolina had been thrown in there higgledy-piggledy, so I got per-
mission to get them out and carry them upstairs and between sessions of the legislature I
was allowed to use that big room over on the East side, the Enrolling Clerk’s office. Of
course, the Legislature nearly had to pack up everything and move out, but I found up on
the shelves in that room a lot of bundles wrapped up in ordinary wrapping paper and tied
with twine. I got to looking into them and they were the copy which Col. [William L.]
Saunders used in his first ten volumes of the Colonial Records. Of course, most of you know
that most of those records were in London and we had them copied by the very famous
English copyist who made a living that way named Noel Sainsbury, but in looking through
them I found that Col. Saunders had taken the originals of letters that were here and sent
them directly to the printers from which to set the type, and I went through every bundle,
and he must have done that to two or three hundred letters that would sell on the markets
of this country for thousands of dollars, some of those autographs would sell for $1,200
easily—Joseph Hewes, Richard Caswell—all the important men of that period.

Well, I removed them, and you have got them here. And then I learned that the old
bank building over here on the corner—wasn’t that where the round steps bank was? Yes,
on the corner of Fayetteville and Hargett, it was going to be torn down and a new build-
ing put up, and somebody told me there were a great many of the State’s records in the
attic of that building. Well, I went up there, the door wasn’t locked, never was kept
locked, and there they were on the floor—large quantities of them, and they looked as if
somebody had hauled them in a cart and taken a pitch-fork and flung them in like that. So
I got somebody to help me and I went over there and got all that stuff out.

WEST: About what year was that? That was after I started to work?
CONNOR: I think that was when we were still in the Capitol. We didn’t get into this

building until about 1915.
CRITTENDEN: 1914.
CONNOR: And there again I found the most valuable documents about our Colonial

and Revolutionary history.
HINES: Dr. Connor, who was your secretary?
CONNOR: Miss [Emily] Taylor. The first secretary I had was Mrs. W. S. Wilson, Miss

Mary Carver at the time.
HINES: Was she a full-time secretary?
CONNOR: Yes.
HINES: And then after that, whom did you have?
CONNOR: Miss [Marjory] Terrell was the next full-time secretary. She stayed with the

Commission until about 1922.
HINES: Did she set up the files of correspondence, I wonder?
CONNOR: We didn’t set up any files in those days. We just wrote a letter and stuck it

away—just had a few little file cases. We didn’t have any filing equipment until we got
over in this building.

WEST: I don’t remember what year you employed Miss Terrell, but she was there when
I went.

CONNOR: She was with me while I was still in the Capitol. That was her first job, and
she has been with me directly or indirectly ever since.

CRITTENDEN: I want to ask one question if I may? And that is, if you would say in just
a few words what you think should be the major purposes, what should the program of
this Department be for the future, just in broad outlines, based on your experience.
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CONNOR: Well, I think our first obligation is to care properly for the Archives of the
State, the State’s official records, and I would include in that the county records, or any
units of the State, and that’s where I would put my emphasis from now on, and I don’t
mean I’d neglect these other things. The Hall of History is very important, and you have
done a fine work in getting the public interested.

Then, I think I would sit down and try to make out a logical continuing publication
and personally I think the most important material to be published is the material like that
which appears in the State Records, picking up where that left off. Perhaps we have to
have a little bit more selective process because the material gets more and more volumi-
nous, but nobody knows anything except very superficially about the period of North
Carolina history from 1790 on until about 1840. It’s almost a blind spot and I venture to
say that the historians, even the North Carolina historians who have been interested,
haven’t the slightest conception of the value of this material, the Governor’s Letter Books,
and the vast amount of manuscript material from private sources.

CORBITT: We have quite a lot of material that was procured after you visited London,
and that material too is well worth publishing, in my opinion.

CONNOR: Supplements to the Colonial Period. I’ll say this, Mr. Corbitt, though, that
that material is in very much better physical shape than this other material that I’m talking
about.

CORBITT: That’s true, and it is available here, and it is not published so that the librar-
ies of the State can have it.

CONNOR: You might publish a calendar—I don’t mean giving the content, but just
what each volume is in a little pamphlet and send it out so that people would know that it
is here, and then sometime, as you suggest, publish it as a supplement to the Colonial
Records, but the thing that concerns me is the physical condition of this other material,
and you can’t, nobody, I don’t care how careful he is, can pull down one of those boxes
in which these legislative papers are filed and go through those papers, lifting them as care-
fully as possible, and putting them back. In the first place, you’ll disarrange the order, and
it will damage the document, and little bits will break off.

CORBITT: We have had typed, of course, the Governor’s papers of Alexander Martin,
but as you recall, Mr. Newsome felt that they weren’t worthy of publication, they didn’t
have enough meat in them.

CONNOR: I don’t know about that, but, of course, a great many of Martin’s papers are
published in the State Records.

CORBITT: These are some that have never been published.
CONNOR: I say you have to have a little more rigid selective program.
CORBITT: We have that material already typed for someone to do the other necessary

work, enough to make a volume—not a volume equal to the Colonial or State Records,
but more nearly the size of our regular publications—the
[John] Steele papers, or the [Jonathan] Worth papers, or the
[Thomas] Ruffin papers.

CRITTENDEN: When the various states published their
Colonial and Revolutionary records, I believe every one of
them stopped somewhere near the end of the Revolution.
If we went on and did this, it would be a unique thing.

WEST: Dr. Connor started me arranging those Legislative
papers, and when I got to 1792, I was sidetracked, and
made to arrange the correspondence, the Governor’s corre-
spondence, so we started arranging them so they could start
repairing, and we had those bound, and when the

6 0 C A R O L I N A C O M M E N T S

David Leroy Corbitt



Depression came on, we got through about 1830, and we stopped, and the rest of them in
boxes are arranged, but those Legislative papers should, of course, be arranged, because
every time anybody comes in to look through a certain period, they haven’t been
arranged, therefore, they have to go through all the boxes. If it were properly arranged
they could get their finger on the box they want and get these things out, and it’s just a
mess. The Senate and the House papers both, some of them are mixed up and that cer-
tainly is a good place to start.

CONNOR: I think that’s true. Mr. Newsome’s comment, I don’t think is valid. I don’t
think it’s the business of an editor to decide for the historian which documents are impor-
tant and which are not. Now, obviously, if you have got a document in which the Gover-
nor says “I received your book. Obliged to you,” that’s not important, but if it’s about
some public business, it may be historically important.

WEST: Of course, Mr. Saunders lost some of those we sent to the printer.
CORBITT: I don’t think any person living today can tell what somebody is going to

want fifty years from now.
CONNOR: I certainly wouldn’t want anybody living today to select for me what I’m

going to use for historical study. Now, sometimes you have to put up with it because you
haven’t got any other recourse.

CRITTENDEN: Well, this has certainly been very interesting. I wonder if there are any
other questions or points anybody wants to make.

CONNOR: I believe there is a vast amount of material in England still—England and Ire-
land have great historical value to this State. I have an idea that if a person could go through
Scotland for instance, we found a lot of material about that Scotch Migration from 1735 to
1775, I have an idea that you might find in Ireland for instance, the papers of Arthur Dobbs.
He was a very prominent man in politics, member of the Irish Parliament, High Sheriff of
Carrickfergus County [Mayor Carrickfergus in the County of Antrim], and this Dobbs Cas-
tle, I am told, is still in use. But we have never exploited those fields and I have got another
theory that I am not quite so sure of, but I’d venture to say that if we could get permission
from the Government that we’d find some material in Spain that would throw some light on
what became of the Lost Colony, if that’s of sufficient historical importance to spend money
on. Now, we know that the Spanish Ambassador in London kept his government informed
fully about the French efforts to found a colony in Florida, and I can’t believe that the Span-
ish ministers in London did not write every bit of information that they could get about Sir
Walter Raleigh’s plans to their government, and I have an idea they know a good deal more
about it than appears.

WEST: Didn’t they stop our getting material from them when Dr. [W. W.] Pierson was
over there?

CONNOR: Well, a lot of that stuff we can’t get into, the Government won’t permit it.
Then, they don’t have the staff funds in those Archives to get the material in good shape.

WEST: You know, Mr. Eddy, so often a person is asked to take a job, and he says, no,
he can’t go because he hasn’t completed what he came to do. Now, that’s the thing to do.
I don’t see how you can go until you finish what you set out to do.

EDDY: I’m afraid that would take too long.
CRITTENDEN: Mrs. Jordan, have you any questions or thoughts?
CONNOR: Don’t ask her if she has any thoughts.
CRITTENDEN: Well, I mean on this subject, of course.
JORDAN: I think most of our discussion has been on Archives and records, and, of

course, I am interested in knowing Dr. Connor’s thoughts about museums and we haven’t
touched on that.
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CONNOR: I didn’t tell you anything about the beginning of the Hall of History,
because that was a growing concern when I came to Raleigh to live—a Department of the
State Museum.

CORBITT: You could tell us a great deal about Col. [Fred] Olds if you cared to.
CONNOR: I think Col. Olds was a newspaperman and he always looked at everything

from a news point of view, news value, very careless of his history. I don’t know that I
ever told you the little incident about the Prayer Book in the Hall of History.

Well, sometimes I went to church when I lived in Raleigh, and I went one Sunday to
the Church of the Good Shepherd where I belonged, and after service Mr. Ashby called
me off to one side and said, “There’s a minister here today who was a Curator of the
Abbey at Valley Forge, and he’s on his way South, and he’s interested in your Hall of His-
tory, and he wonders if he can get in there today, it being Sunday.” I said that certainly I’d
be glad to take him around there, so I made an appointment to go at 3:00. He was very
much interested in everything he saw. He came to one case which had some relics of Gen.
Thomas L. Clingman and among other things there was a prayer book. Col. Olds had
written a little description on there that Gen. Clingman carried this prayer book with him
throughout the entire war and something else, and this preacher looked at it and this little
card was laid down about half way across the title page of the book, and just above the
card was a little Latin phrase, three Latin words, and the card covered the date of publica-
tion on the title page, so this man said, “That’s extremely interesting. That’s certainly
interesting. I did not know before that any edition of the Book of Common Prayer had
been printed with that Latin line at that time.” Well, I said, that’s all I know about it. Let’s
see, and like a fool I pulled my key out and unlocked the cover of the case and raised the
cover up and lifted the card up, and down below there was printed 1888. I made up my
mind never again would I investigate one of Col. Olds’ statements.

WEST: One of the funniest things about Col. Olds, he was very much interested in the
Sunshiners and that was an organization of little girls and boys and then with the Boy
Scouts, and he used to come in there every Monday morning and have a long story to tell
Dr. Connor of his activities over the weekend. Well, Dr. Connor was busy and didn’t
have time to listen to him, and Dr. Connor began to look around at something, so Col.
Olds took it as a dismissal. So, he went to his office, and somebody had sent him some
galax leaves, so he said, “I want you to take these to Mrs. Connor.” He put one leaf down
at a time, and he left Raleigh with his Boy Scouts and when he put down the last leaf he
had returned, and he told him all about it, and Dr. Connor had to listen. That was cer-
tainly one of the cutest ways Col. Olds had of getting around Dr. Connor.

I think we are particularly fortunate to have Dr. Connor back in this state and on the
[Executive] Board [of the Department].

CRITTENDEN: We couldn’t have a better one.
WEST: That’s exactly where he ought to be.
CRITTENDEN: Dr. Connor, we don’t want to impose on your courtesy too long. It has

been a great privilege to have you.
CONNOR: I’m obliged to you for letting me ramble along here. As I told you, I hadn’t

prepared anything, and I understood this was just a little informal round-table talk.
CRITTENDEN: Well, thank you very much.
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Editor’s Note: Dr. Lu Ann Jones, associate professor of history at East Carolina University and author
of Mama Learned Us to Work: Farm Women in the New South (Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 2002), presented a lecture on the background of and inspiration for the book at her
alma mater, Gates County High School, on October 23, 2002.

Teaching, Learning, and Dreaming:

Mama Learned Us to Work: Farm Women in the New South

Dr. Lu Ann Jones

As I thought about the brief comments I wanted to make, I’ve recalled a lot of personal
history and thought a lot about the many people who made a big difference in my life and
made this book possible. I decided to organize my comments around the themes of teach-
ing, learning, and dreaming.

Because this book is a dream come true I want to start with the dreaming, and how
important it is for us to learn how to dream—and to dream extravagantly. In that vein, I
want to dedicate these remarks to a former teacher at Gates County High School who is
quite ill now, Mrs. Eunice Brown.

When I was a student here between 1968 and 1972, Mrs. Brown taught courses in
American literature and speech and drama. I had many excellent teachers, but Mrs. Brown
was extraordinary for several reasons. First, she was brilliant. She was the first intellectual I
ever encountered. Ideas mattered to her. Of course, we use words and language to express
our ideas, so words and language mattered to her, too. She was the teacher who first
helped me to appreciate the beauty and power of language and inspired me to want to put
words together in a way that captured their rhythm and cadence and precise meanings.

Mrs. Brown was a gifted teacher, I have come to realize, because she nurtured the par-
ticular talents of each of her many students. We were individuals to her, unique and spe-
cial. She valued us all, whether we were the class cut-up who scraped by with C’s and
needed to take himself a bit more seriously, or the all-too-earnest A student who needed
to take herself a little less seriously. She saw the talents locked inside us and gave us keys to
our treasures with creative assignments.

One of Mrs. Brown’s most creative assignments was the midterm exam for the speech
and drama class. We were to give a speech about three things we wanted to accomplish in
the future. What she was really doing was giving us license to dream—and to dream
extravagantly. The other night I dug out my notebook from that course (yes, I still have it,
thirty years and countless moves later) and found the rough draft for that talk. It was
uncanny—and comforting—to recall how well I knew myself at the age of seventeen.
“Since I tend to be so fickle,” I began the talk, “it’s very hard to say three things I want to
do because it’s very likely that I’ll change my mind tomorrow.” I have indeed been fickle,
blessedly so. A willingness to keep my options open and to take risks has led me on some
great intellectual adventures.

Now the body of the speech begins. “One thing I am sure I want to do is travel around
the United States.” I followed this statement with an exposition about wanting to meet
people and “find out what people all over the United States are like.” As you will see, that
dream came true. Second, I said, “When I finish college I want to have a profession. . . . I
haven’t decided yet what I want to do but I do know I want to work with people. . . .
Whatever I decide to do it’s got to be challenging and rewarding.” Today it might not
seem particularly bold or daring for a teenage girl to say she wants a career, but thirty years
ago it was something that we had to assert.

V O L U M E 5 1 , N U M B E R 2 , A P R I L 2 0 0 3 6 3

New Leaves



At the draft stage of the speech I must have been stumped about the third thing I
wanted to do because my thoughts end there. But I remember as if it were yesterday what
I confessed in front of my classmates that January day in 1972: I wanted to win the Nobel
Prize. I don’t recall if I mentioned a particular field. Was it for peace? For science? For lit-
erature? The specifics are irrelevant. What mattered then and what matters now is that
Eunice Brown created a space—and I would call it a sacred space—in her classroom where
we could dream without fear.

I should mention that it was only because of momentous historical changes in the South
that I was even among Eunice Brown’s pupils, because she was African American and I
was white. If the public schools of Gates County had not finally, totally desegregated in
the late 1960s, I would have been denied the opportunity to learn from the person who,
to my mind, was the best teacher in the county’s school system. It took me years to realize
that, to understand what a beneficiary I was of Jim Crow’s demise. So history matters, in
profound and personal ways.

Several years ago I got back in touch with Mrs. Brown. I wrote and told her how much
she had meant to me and how grateful I was for her instruction and guidance. I included
some of my writings, hoping that I had done her proud. She appreciated my acknowledg-
ment because, like all teachers, she wondered if her work had really made a difference. It
had, I assured her; she had changed my life. To borrow from the hymn, “Amazing Grace,”
when I met her I was blind, and when I left her I could say, “now I see.”

Not long after I started teaching at East Carolina University in 1996, Mrs. Brown and I
visited for the first time in twenty-five years. While we sipped coffee at a Greenville book-
store, we visited and talked books and movies and ideas. Her body suffered the effects of
arthritis, but her mind was still brilliant. We continued to correspond intermittently, and
last spring I sent Mrs. Brown a notice about the imminent publication of Mama Learned Us
to Work. In typical fashion, she replied immediately. After she extended congratulations,
she remarked, “Of course, you know it’s ‘Mama taught us to work.’”

But I also knew that everyday language has a beauty and rhythm and poetry to it, too,
that everyday people are important teachers, and that anyplace can be a classroom—which
brings me to my book. Although I did not know it at the time, the book really began
with stories my mother and father told me and with what I learned growing up on a farm
between Corapeake and Sunbury in the 1950s and 1960s. And the book would not have
been possible if scores of farm men and women all over the South had not sat at their
kitchen tables or perched on the tailgates of pickup trucks, shared their stories with me,
and agreed to be my teachers—if I was willing to learn by listening to them.

When I was little my mother told me stories about itinerant salesmen known as
“Watkins men” and “Rawleigh men” who came around selling flavorings, spices, salves,
and liniments. She described buyers known as hucksters who traveled the countryside and
made weekly stops at rural homes to buy extra chickens and eggs from farm women. She
told me about sewing with colorful feedbags. She belonged to the Corapeake Home
Demonstration Club, and when I was born its members gave me a lovely silver spoon.

Hucksters, “Rawleigh men,” feed bags, home demonstration clubs—what have they
got to do with history?, you might ask. A lot, because they were important parts of the
economy and culture of farm women in the early twentieth century. But when I started
studying southern history twenty years ago, I wasn’t finding them discussed in the history
books. And I wanted to put them there.

My mother had alerted me to aspects of southern rural life that a historian tutored by
books alone might have overlooked or dismissed. Unbeknown to either of us, she set a
research agenda that I have followed for two decades. I knew to take her stories seriously.
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And I knew that the lives of people like my parents and like the people of Gates County
mattered. But to place her stories in context and to provide meanings, I had to put my
professional training to work.

Among the research skills I used was oral history. Two of those high school dreams
came true in the 1980s when I traveled the region conducting interviews for “An Oral
History of Southern Agriculture.” As the farm crisis wreaked havoc in the countryside and
farm foreclosures took their toll, I grew convinced of the need to document the transfor-
mations in the rural South since the 1930s. The farmers who had endured those changes
were growing older, and the time remaining to hear their stories was growing shorter.
Fortunately, Pete Daniel, curator and historian of agriculture at the Smithsonian’s National
Museum of American History, provided an intellectual home for an ambitious farm docu-
mentation project. The stories that some two hundred women and men told me, later
supplemented with evidence from written sources, became the core of Mama Learned Us to
Work. Let me introduce you to a few of the women I met and share some of the lessons
they taught me.

In the 1920s and 1930s, what to us would seem like a staggering amount of work was
commonplace for adult women. Many mothers wrapped gardening, housekeeping, and
child rearing around duties in the field, and daughters often followed in their footsteps.
Bessie Smith Pender’s family raised peanuts and cotton in Edgecombe County. The whole
family worked to make a crop. Although her mother routinely regarded fieldwork as part
of women’s work, directing the family’s labor was left to her father. But Mrs. Pender
remembered a particular occasion when gender roles changed and her mother became
“the daddy.” Her father was too sick to go to the field, so he remained at home with the
youngest children while her mother hauled the older children to the peanut patch in a
mule-drawn wagon. Bessie Pender considered her mother “the daddy that day. She man-
aged the business. We worked and come on back that night. When we got back, my
daddy had cooked supper for us. The brothers laughed because his biscuits was much big-
ger than my mother made. The children, they loved to pick and tease. They’d get down
and they’d say, ‘Come on, get your daddy biscuits. Come on and get daddy biscuits, get
your daddy biscuits.’ They would just laugh, but they ate those biscuits. They were good,
but he just had ’em real fat, like rolls.” That the biscuits that Bessie Pender’s father baked
were a source of amusement suggests that men doing housework was rarer than women
doing fieldwork. Usually, Mrs. Pender’s mother “would just get out there and work and
care for us, too. I mean, this is how we done.”

Stories about female-headed families reveal how stretched out adult women could be as
they tried to meet the demands of farm and home. Virgie St. John Redmond’s father
abandoned the family in the early 1920s after he was convicted for moonshining. He
escaped from a chain gang and just disappeared. Determined to stay on the land, Virgie’s
mother raised four children as a sharecropper in the North Carolina Piedmont. Josie
St. John grubbed with a mattock and guided a mule to clear new grounds of trees and
stumps for Iredell County landlords, grew cotton, kept a garden, and washed clothes for
wages in order to make ends meet.

Whatever the season, the round of work rarely let up. During the summer when the
family came to the house at midday for dinner, Virgie Redmond recalled that her mother
would insist, “‘Now, kids, we’re gonna hoe the sweet taters in the garden while we rest.’
That’s how we rested.” Josie St. John demanded no more labor from her children than she
demanded from herself. In hindsight, Virgie Redmond could express only gratitude for a
mother who had taught her the value and necessity of work. Time and again, her narrative
returned to a familiar refrain. “Mama learned us to work,” she said, “that’s what she done.
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She learned us to work.” Like her mother, Virgie wanted to farm, and marriage to Mott
Redmond in 1937 granted the wish. Before long, the couple bought forty-two acres of
land from a relative. As a young mother, Virgie Redmond took her babies to the fields
and let them entertain themselves by turning empty oatmeal boxes into toys. Although the
four Redmond children worked on the farm, Virgie was determined for them to receive
the education she never had. She vowed that she would go to any length to keep them in
school—even “if I had to wrap up my feet”—and she made good on her promise.

One of my favorite narrators is Lurline Stokes Murray of Florence, South Carolina. A
story illuminates the values that guided her life and illustrates how even small sums of cash
stretched a long way in the 1930s. A half-century later, Mrs. Murray could remember pre-
cisely how she spent the dollar that she earned as a teenager by picking and selling twenty
quarts of blackberries. “You could buy rice, three pounds for a dime,” she began. “You
could buy sugar, five pounds for nineteen cents. Salmon was two cans for a quarter back in
them days, if you could get your hand on any money. You could get a pound of coffee for
fifteen cents, two pounds for a quarter. I bought a little box of macaroni. I bought a little
piece of cheese. When I got it added up, it was eighty-nine cents. I had my tithe and one
cent over.” I doubt that she ever failed to devote a tenth of each dollar earned to the church.

The proceeds from women’s farm trade often made a substantial difference in a family’s
budget, and stories interpret their value in touchingly human terms. Older southerners
often remember the ways in which women’s earnings were spent with a loving precision
unmatched in stories about men’s earnings. The income that women generated sometimes
provided the few small luxuries that children enjoyed. In the early 1920s when it came
time for Jessie Felknor to graduate from high school in east Tennessee, her mother’s
chickens paid for her class ring. “I asked Daddy for the money,” she recalled. “He said,
‘Sis, I told you that I didn’t think we’d have enough money to do it.’ So mother sold
eight old hens; no, she sold sixteen. I know we took enough hens to the store that I paid
for my class ring out of her hens ’cause Daddy didn’t have any money.” In eastern North
Carolina, Roy Taylor paid his way into movies and drank fountain Cokes in Wilson dur-
ing the 1930s with money that his mother gave him from her egg profits. In southwestern
Louisiana, Walter and Hattie Young’s first child was born in the early 1930s. Strapped for
cash, Hattie Young sold fourteen dozen eggs to buy a pretty pair of baby shoes trimmed
with tiny bows. After the baby outgrew them, the shoes served as hand-me-downs for the
next child. Eventually, the Youngs could afford to have the shoes bronzed and still dis-
played them proudly when I visited more than half a century later.

Now that you’ve met some of the people who guided me through the female farm
economy, I want to introduce you to one of the home demonstration agents who helped
me understand the agricultural extension service’s work with farm women. I initially
became acquainted with Lucy Hicks Toole through the voluminous reports that home
agents filed to document their achievements. One of the state’s few African American
agents in the 1930s, Mrs. Toole had served as an advocate as well as an educator for her
clients, the tenant farm women in Johnston County. She had lobbied white landlords to
repair leaky roofs, unfinished walls, and rickety steps in the houses her club-women called
home. Her accounts of dealing with powerful white men struck me as quiet acts of cour-
age in the age of segregation.

While doing research at the Johnston County Heritage Center in Smithfield, I men-
tioned Lucy Toole to an archivist. Much to my surprise, he informed me that she was still
active in her community. He put me in touch with her, and a few days later I was talking
to a vigorous eighty-eight-year-old Lucy Hicks Toole Delaine. She recalled her negotia-
tions on behalf of tenant families and acknowledged the diplomatic daring required for a
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young black woman to take on white landlords. “It’s a wonder they hadn’t strung me up,”
she reflected. “It was like pulling eye teeth. You just worked on them one thing at a time.
You couldn’t push too much. From one landlord to the other, you just plead, plead, [for
him] to do something for this person. I guess I was as tired when I left extension as though
I had hammered all day. But I got some things done.”

Despite the odds, Lucy DeLaine never gave up. The stories from farm women show
they did not abandon hope either. Their lessons are worth heeding today.

I want to end my remarks by reiterating how important it is to dream. Just because you
realize some dreams or you resign yourself to the fact that others are not going to come true
(chances are, after all, that I’m not going to win a Nobel Prize) does not mean you stop
dreaming. Dreams don’t come true if you don’t dream them in the first place. So I’ll end by
confiding my latest dream and maybe disclosing it at Gates County High School will be the
charm that makes this one, like those confessed here so boldly thirty years ago, come true.

Ever since I interviewed Virgie Redmond her poetic phrase, “Mama learned us to work”
has stuck with me, and I’ve been trying to write a country song that would capture her
story. I began working on it while still at the Smithsonian, but met with no success. A cou-
ple of years ago I put pencil to paper and thought I had done better until I sang the tune to
my husband, a wonderful banjo player, who listened patiently and then replied, “You know
it sounds like ‘On Top of Old Smoky,’ doesn’t it?” I decided I should keep my day job as a
historian. I did not, however, discard the dream of somebody writing that song.

If you’re going to dream, dream extravagantly, right? And who is more extravagant
than Dolly Parton? The problem then became how to get a copy of my book and a letter
explaining my idea into her hands. There must be so many gatekeepers between her and
the countless people who want to reach her. Last fall I revealed my dream to Gina
Mahalek, the publicity director at UNC Press. She never missed a beat. “I know how to
get the book to her,” Gina said. “She wrote a blurb for a book we published on southern
gospel music and I have her address. Write a letter and we’ll send Dolly a copy of the
book.” So I did.

Dear Ms. Parton,
I’d like for you to have a copy of my new book, Mama Learned Us to Work. The stories that

these remarkable women tell remind me of the women that you feature in many of your songs. I’m
also offering this gift because I have a dream.

I’m a historian, not a songwriter, but it’s plain that these stories are too good for the confines of a
book. They deserve a larger audience. Perhaps you could use your talents to bring these stories to life
for the thousands of people who enjoy your music. Whenever I hear Virgie Redmond say, “Mama
learned us to work,” I hear you singing it in a song. And whenever I recall Lurline Murray’s story of
miracles that ends with the benediction “God giveth the increase,” I think she’s planting the seeds of
a new gospel song.

I grew up on a farm, and this book began with stories my mother told me. Like you, I had a
mother who taught me that the magic is inside you and who gave me the gumption and humor it
takes to get about life’s calling. In this book my mother and other forgotten farm women add their
voices to southern history. I hope you can use this work to give them voice through your songs.

I’ve been blessed to meet so many wonderful women, and I’ve tried to be a good steward of the stories
they shared with me. Now I want to share those stories with you. Pass them on.

I haven’t heard from Ms. Parton, and maybe I never will. This dream might be destined
for the same category as my desire to win a Nobel Prize. But dreams can’t come true if you
never dream them in the first place. I learned that lesson from Eunice Brown right here.

Editor’s Note: Mrs. Eunice Brown died four days after Dr. Jones delivered this talk.

V O L U M E 5 1 , N U M B E R 2 , A P R I L 2 0 0 3 6 7



P
resorted

Stan
dard

U
.S.P

ostage
P

aid
R

aleigh
,N

C
P

erm
itN

o.187

H
istoricalPublications

Section
O

ffice
of

Arch
ives

an
d

H
istory

4622
M

ailService
C

en
ter

R
aleigh

,N
C

27699-4622

T
elephone

(919)733-7442
Fax

(919)733-1439
w

w
w

.ah.dcr.state.nc.us/sections/hp

Carolina Comments
Published quarterly by the Office of Archives and History

North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources
Raleigh, North Carolina

Jeffrey J. Crow, Editor in Chief
Kenrick N. Simpson, Editor


